Diamine oxidase (DAO) activity increase in sera of tumor patients: an unreliable marker.
Circulating diamine oxidase (DAO) (EC 1.4.3.6) activity was determined in the sera of patients with different malignant tumors. The increase in this activity only partially reflected tumor activity so it is presumably unreliable as a diagnostic marker. The increase in activity may be linked to the tumor location: the lung and intestine are rich in DAO so the rise cannot be considered a characteristic consequence of the tumor's activity. Besides, increases in DAO activity have also been observed in non-neoplastic diseases.